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Printing in Color , an exhibition of around 100 prints from the collections of 
The Cleveland Museum of Art, is on view through November 17. It illustrates 
the development of the techniques necessary to print in color. 

Color first appeared in prints when artists added watercolor by hand to a 
black outline printed from a woodblock. During the early 16th century several 
German printmakers devised ways to emulate chiaroscuro drawings by printing a 
black outline and the shadows and background color with wood blocks. The white 
paper was left exposed to form the highlights. The desire to reproduce paintings, 
chalk drawings, and watercolors in duplicate led to further advances in 18th-century 
France. For instance, artists invented new tools to achieve the effect of chalk 
lines on paper and solved the technical difficulties of printing several different 
colors in succession. These prints, luminous tours de force , are skillful inter- 
pretations of other media and valuable works of art themselves. 

Printmakers used black and white lithography, an extremely versatile and 
economical technique, extensively in the early 19th century, but employed color 
only rarely until the 1890s. At this time, in France, many factors — fine color 
printers, publishers, popularity of posters — coalesced to produce a golden age 
of color lithography. Lithography continues to be popular, especially in the 
United States, where specialized workshops encourage artists to expand the possi- 
bilities of printmaking, often by combining traditional techniques and new ones 
with an expressive, non-representational use of color. 

Jane Glaubinger, assistant curator of prints and drawings, organized the 
exhibition and prepared explanatory labels. Printing in Color can be seen in 
the prints and drawings galleries. 
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